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Sweeping change impacts county regulation of 
commercial wind and solar projects 
by Alex Rives, Jessica Pullen and Andy Keyt

    The Illinois Environmental Protection 
Agency (IEPA) announced a new funding  
opportunity to assist counties in 
implementing their solid waste planning  
obligations under the Illinois Solid Waste 
Planning and Recycling Act (SWPRA). 
A Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) 
has been posted to the IEPA website 
www.epa.illinois.gov. 
     Under the SWPRA, counties are 
obligated to revisit their Solid Waste  
Management Plans every five years and, 
if necessary, submit plans with significant 
updates to the Illinois EPA. The IEPA 
Material Management and Compliance 
Section is responsible for reviewing any 
solid waste management plans with 
significant updates submitted pursuant to 
the SWPRA. Through this funding 
opportunity, IEPA intends to provide 
interested counties required to develop 
a  county solid waste management plan, 
financial assistance to help prepare the 
next plan update. 
     Each county is eligible for up to  
$10,000 in funding. Applications will be 
accepted through 5:00 p.m. (CST) on 
March 3, 2023.
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     In a final move enacting legislation which curtails a county’s zoning authority over 

commercial wind and solar facilities, Governor Pritzker has signed into law House 

Bill 4412 (“HB 4412”). Curiously tagged on to a Telehealth-Athletic Trainers bill, a 

portion of HB 4412 significantly changes a county’s ability to regulate the standards 

and siting requirements for commercial wind and solar farms. 

     The new requirements established under an amendment to section 5/5-12020 

of the Counties Code (55 ILCS 5/5-12020) creates statewide siting criteria while 

specifically preempting any more restrictive county ordinance. Many changes are 

relatively uncontroversial, but others will substantially impact how zoning offices and 

county officials address zoning applications and the development of commercial 

wind and solar projects going forward. While there are more changes than we can 

address in this space, we plan to hold a workshop event in the near future to address 

best practices for counties in light of the new legislation. 

APPLICABILITY  
The amended statute only applies to so-called 
“commercial” wind and solar energy facilities. 
Commercial wind energy facility means a 
wind energy conversion facility generating 500 
kilowatts (1/2 a megawatt) in total nameplate 
generating capacity.

     Given the operating capacity of current wind 

turbine models, any new or repowered facility would 

fall under this provision. Commercial solar energy 

facility means “any device or assembly of devices that (i) is ground installed and (ii) 

uses solar energy from the sun for generating electricity for the primary purpose of 

wholesale or retail sale and not primarily for consumption on the property on which 

the device or devices reside.” See 55 ILCS 5/5-12020; 35 ILCS 200/10-720. 
     The amendments do not impact any previously filed application or a facility that 

has submitted an Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement to the state.  
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Wind and solar regulation continued 

• SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES •  

 
 
 For commercial wind energy facilities, the following notable setbacks are the maximum allowable setbacks 

(measured from center of the base of the tower to the nearest point on the outside wall of the structure):  
 
• 2.1 times the height of the tower (measured from the blade in upright position) from occupied community buildings  
  (school, place of worship, day care facility, public library or community center); 
• 1.1 times the height of the tower from participating residences;  
• 2.1 times the height of the tower to nonparticipating residences; 
• no setback requirement is allowed to the boundary line of a participating property;  
• 1.1 times the height of the tower to the boundary lines of nonparticipating property owners;  
• 1.1 times the height of the tower to the center point of a public right-of-way;  
• 1.1 times the height of the tower to overhead communication and electric transmission lines (excluding 
  those to houses or outbuildings) 
• No setback requirement is allowed for overhead utility service lines to individual houses or 
  outbuildings; and  
• 2.1 times the height of the tower to fish and wildlife areas and nature preserves 
 
Shadow flicker is only regulated as to nonparticipating and occupied community buildings, setting the standard at 
30 hours of shadow flicker. Sound limits for both solar and wind facilities are subject to the Illinois Pollution Control 
Board standards. A county could set less restrictive requirements as to sound, but not as to shadow flicker.  
 
For commercial solar facilities, the maximum allowable setbacks are:  
 
• 150 feet from the nearest point on the outside wall from community buildings and nonparticipating properties;  
• No setback from the boundary line of a participating property owner;  
• 50 feet from the nearest edge of a public right-of-way; and  
• 50 feet from the nearest point on the property line of a nonparticipating property.  
 
Solar facilities are restricted to no higher than 20 feet above ground when the arrays are at full tilt. The perimeter 
must also be enclosed by fencing at least 6 feet tall and no more than 25 feet tall.  

Effective Date 
 
The amendments go into effect on January 27, 2023. Given the onerous requirements and some significant ambiguities, the immediacy 
of the effective date will pose challenges to counties in allowing time for consideration of the county’s own standards which must also 
be consistent with the statutorily required amendments. Those changes must be adopted within 120 days of the effective date (or 

by May 27, 2023) in order for the county to retain any significant local control. 

Physical Siting Limitations  
 
The amendments are far reaching, essentially requiring a complete rewrite of many zoning codes and eviscerating the power of 
counties. However, the traditional siting hearing must still take place in the form of a public hearing before a county’s zoning board of 
appeals. The amendments also incorporate timing requirements. A public hearing must be conducted within 45 days of the facility filing 
an application, and the county board’s decision as to the application must come within 30 days or less of the hearing’s conclusion.  
 
Importantly, the amendments set statewide maximum restrictions on setbacks, sound, and shadow flicker. County zoning provisions 
in conflict with the statutory amendments must be amended to comply with the new standards. If a county fails to do so, arguably, no 
setbacks will exist, nor any limits on sound or shadow flicker. Accordingly, it’s important to begin addressing these changes now. 
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OTHER KEY PROVISIONS: The most important part of these amendments is 
subpart (g) which states, in part:  
 
“A county may not place any restriction on the installation or use of a [wind or solar 
facility] unless it adopts an ordinance that complies with this Section. A county may 
not establish siting standards for supporting facilities that preclude development of 
[wind or solar] facilities. 
 
A request for siting approval or a special use permit for a [wind or solar facility] shall 
be approved if the request is in compliance with the standards and conditions 
imposed by this Act, the zoning ordinance adopted consistent with this Code, and 
the conditions imposed under State and federal statutes and regulations.”  
 
See 55 ILCS 5/5-12020(g) (emphasis added).  
 
     Accordingly, a county must take some action to update its zoning regulations via 
a text amendment, or it will have no setback provisions to enforce, and other key 
siting requirements could be lost as well. These text amendments must occur 

within 120 days of the effective date of the new law.  
     In addition, counties may not impose “unreasonable fees” and those fees must 
be consistent with other fees for projects in the county with similar capital value and 
cost. The state has also limited the power of counties to contract with solar and 
wind developers by forcing counties to accept the same decommissioning require-
ments set forth in the Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement and requiring that 
counties offset a facility’s salvage value from the developers’ financial assurances 
for decommissioning.  
  
PARTING THOUGHTS: There are numerous unanswered questions and 
ambiguities as a result of the statutory amendments. It is clear the legislature 
intended to restrict local authority in the siting of wind and solar facilities. However, 
there remain areas that the state has left for counties to regulate. Enacting changes 
consistent with the new law by the end of May 2023 will be key for counties in 
ensuring they maintain some level of local control over the siting of wind and solar 
farms. In the coming months, we plan to continue this discussion with a wind and 
solar zoning seminar on how to best address these issues within your zoning code 
and how to address these issues during a siting hearing.  
 
About the authors  
Alex Rives joined Heyl Royster as an associate in 2020 after receiving her J.D. from Southern Illinois University 
School of Law and her B.A. from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, where she double-majored in 
Political Science and Communication. She focuses her practice on defending clients in civil litigation.  
Jessica Pullen joined Heyl Royster in 2022 after earning her J.D. from the University of Illinois College of Law in 
2022, cum laude. With degrees in Criminology and Law, Jessica has an eye for the details as she defends clients 
in civil litigation and transactional matters across various practice areas.  
Andrew Keyt is Chair of the firm’s Governmental Practice. He advises public bodies in all areas such as litigation, 
risk management, contracting and procurement, employment, corporate governance, and sunshine laws. He also 
focuses on the representation of public and private bodies in land use and zoning procedure and litigation. 

William Meyer 
Madison County Board 
 

    Madison County Board Member William 
“Bill’’ Meyer is being remembered as a “true 
public servant.” He served about 18 years 
as a Madison County Board member, from 
2000-2016 and 2020-2023. He also served 
22 years as a Village of Hamel trustee and 
six years as village president. 
     “He served his district faithfully,” Chair 
Kurt Prenzler said. “Bill was ‘Mr. Hamel’. He 
represented northeast Madison County well 
and used his experience in business on the 
county board.” 
     Meyer served on various committees to 
include building and zoning, transportation, 
grants and finance. 
     County Board Member Stacey Pace of 
Troy, who sat next to Meyer at county 
board meetings, said she is struggling with 
the loss. “He was my friend and mentor,” 
Pace said. Adding that Meyer was honest, 
helpful and someone she could depend on.  
     “He was someone I could call and he 
would give it to me straight,” Pace said. 
     Circuit Clerk Tom McRae said he got to 
know Meyer when the two of them served 
on the County Board together. “Nobody 
worked harder than Bill. It didn’t matter if it 
was for a park district, fire district or road 
project, he fought for his constituents.” 
     “He also served in the U.S. Army during 
Vietnam and was shot down two weeks 
before he was to come home,” McRae said. 
“His snowmobile was event decked out like 
his Vietnam helicopter.”

Wind and solar regulation continued
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Gov. Pritzker announced the state’s public health emergency (COVID-19 Disaster Proclamation) 
will end on May 11, 2023, aligning the state with the federal government’s decision to end the national 
public health emergency. Ensuring Illinois’ and the federal government’s health emergencies were 
linked brought in additional federal funding and expanded healthcare access for residents across the 
state. Illinois residents were able to collect additional SNAP benefits, more than 1.4 million children 
received Pandemic EBT (nutrition) support, and Medicaid expansion 
ensured access to telehealth options and the resources Illinoisans 
needed to stay healthy. 

Will County Board is moving forward with demolishing the vacant courthouse in downtown Joliet 
which was built in 1969. The board approved an engineering contract with Kluber, Inc. for $173,750 to 
prepare the scope of services needed to demolish the four-story concrete building. The old courthouse 
has sat vacant for more than two years after the new 10-story courthouse opened nearby.



A supervisor in the affected area 
is the best person to conduct an 
investigation because they are 
most familiar with the tools, 
equipment and people involved.  
 
Experts in equipment, outside 
agencies and other technical 
resources may also be needed.

The Piatt County Board has placed a 
six-month moratorium on special use 
permit applications for wind farms. It will 
allow the county to review its existing 
ordinance on the heels of recently 
passed legislation which, among other 
provisions, allows the State of Illinois to 
develop a commission that would over-
see and approve wind turbine siting. 

 
Ford County Sheriff Chad Johnson has 
established a new K9 program. These 
animals serve myriad missions, from 
drug enforcement to search and rescue 
to apprehending fleeing subjects. Sheriff 
Johnson used to be a K9 officer in 
Paxton and knows the benefits such 
programs can have on a community. 

 
A Champaign County judge is asking 
the county board to increase juror pay 
from $10 to $40. If approved, the increase 
would include travel, meals and anything 
else related to the jurors’ service.

MINUTE FOR SAFETY: Accident Investigation

     Accidents are unplanned and unexpected events that cause injury, property 
damage, and/or financial loss in the workplace. Incidents or “near misses” don’t result 
in loss, but have the potential to do so. 
     Ideally, safety programs focus on preventing accidents and incidents, but if one 
occurs, have an accident investigation procedure ready and train your employees how 
to use it. Investigate all accidents and injuries; the severity determines the extent of the 
investigation. Handled properly, accident investigation helps you look at problems, 
solve them, improve your safety programs and prevent future accidents. 
     Accident investigation should prevent recurrence. Adhering strictly 
to fact finding in a neutral, nonconfrontational manner identifies 
the true attitudes, behaviors, and other factors that led to the 
problem. Analyzing facts and asking a neutral “why” question 
helps find the root cause of the accident. For example, if 
employee error caused the accident, dig further to determine 
why the employee made the error. 
     Accident investigation should not be used to blame, punish or 
exonerate workers and managers; true facts will not emerge in 
this environment. If you investigate an accident just to complete paperwork and satisfy 
insurance requirements, you will erode confidence in the system and you won’t 
achieve your goal of prevention and loss reduction. 
     A supervisor in the affected area is the best person to conduct an investigation 
because they are most familiar with the tools, equipment and people involved. Experts 
in equipment, outside agencies and other technical resources may also be needed. 
     Start your investigation by securing the scene, placing equipment out of service, if 
necessary, and taking photos. Interview victims and witnesses. Collect evidence and 
records, and document your observations. Find the contributing factors to determine 
the accident’s root cause. Document the recommended corrective actions, the people 
assigned to complete them and a due date for completion. 

© 2023 Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.
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Douglas County helps those in jail with substance abuse

     Douglas County announced a new partnership with Hour House, 

a central Illinois addiction treatment center, to create Douglas County 

Recovery Oriented Systems of Care (ROSC) providing an educational 

series on substance use recovery and resources for the jail popula-

tion. Using the unique approach of the Recovery Navigator's peer 

support and expertise on successful recovery from substance use 

disorder, this connection will provide a genuine understanding and 

reduce recidivism. “Being incarcerated is a disruption,” Sheriff Nathan 

Chaplin said. “It’s challenging to go back out into society. This is an 

opportunity to extend a hand to help people get acclimated in society 

and that’s the goal of this entire process.”



First-of-its-kind economic partnership 
Regional leaders unite around strategy to boost shared prosperity

Pictured left to right: Jim McConoughey, McHenry County Economic Development Corporation; Xochitl Flores, Cook County Bureau of Economic 
Development; Kyle Schulz, World Business Chicago; Andrea Sáenz, The Chicago Community Trust; Scott Gengler, Kendall County Board; Erin Aleman, 
Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning; Peter Austin, McHenry County Administrator; Toni Preckwinkle, Cook County Board President; Greg Bedalov, 
Choose DuPage; Deborah Conroy, DuPage County Board Chair; Jennifer Bertino-Tarrant, Will County Executive; Lori E. Lightfoot, Mayor of Chicago; 
Doug Pryor, Will County Center for Economic Development; Irene Sherr, Cook County Bureau of Economic Development; Jim Reynolds, Loop Capital; 
Sandy Hart, Lake County Board Chair; Kevin Considine, Lake County Partners; Michael Fassnacht, World Business Chicago.

     The Greater Chicagoland Economic Partnership 
launched this month, and regional leaders will work 
together in a first-of-its-kind collaboration among the 
seven counties of northeastern Illinois and the city of 
Chicago to drive economic growth and advance equity 
across the region. 
     The Partnership is made up of economic development 
leaders across the public, private, and civic sectors. It will 
focus on promoting the region’s many assets, including 
extensive freight infrastructure, diverse talent, strong 
exporting industries, and world-class institutions of innova-
tion, research, and culture to develop a competitive global 
identity. 
     “I have long championed an equitable, regional 
approach to economic development, and it has been a top 
priority at the County ever since I took office,” said Cook 
County Board President Toni Preckwinkle. “I am proud to 
reach this historic milestone which helps our commitment 
to a more inclusive and equitable local economy.” 
     World Business Chicago will manage the partnership 
and will expand its services region-wide, complementing 
existing municipal and county programs. Each of the part-
ners have made a financial commitment totaling $1 million 
for the first in a three-year pilot. 
     The Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning 
(CMAP) set this work in motion two years ago, supported 
by a grant from the Searle Funds at the Chicago 
Community Trust, at the request of the region’s county 
board chairs and the deputy mayor of Chicago. CMAP 
partnered with the Brookings Institution – a nonprofit 
public policy organization. 
     “I am confident that this new partnership will advance 
our goals of achieving an inclusive and thriving region,” 
said Erin Aleman, executive director of CMAP. “CMAP 
appreciates the opportunity to help shepherd this new era 
of regional economic cooperation for northeastern Illinois.” 

“The Greater Chicagoland Regional Economic 
Partnership represents an unprecedented 
opportunity for collaboration. Together, we can 
target and attract new business investment and 
educate national and international business 
leaders about the advantages of investing in 
the Chicagoland area. I look forward to working 
with my colleagues as we finally bring this 
vision to reality.” – Deborah Conroy, DuPage 

County Chair 

 
“We look forward to our involvement in this 
unique partnership among the City of Chicago 
and its collar counties to create a regional, 
collaborative approach to economic develop-
ment. There is strength in numbers and this 
partnership will help to quicken the pace of 
post-pandemic recovery for Kane County 
businesses and it residents.” – Corinne Pierog, 

Kane County Chair 

 
“I thank the numerous agencies that are collab-
oratively working to raise the bar of economic 
development in northeastern Illinois and 
throughout the State. By working together, we 
are providing the support and resources that 
businesses require to be successful. Their 
success is our success.” – Sandy Hart, Lake 

County Chair

Testimonials from County Partners



Thank you to following presenters for providing education 
on the legal obligations of public service. 

 
Amber Samuelson • Ancel Glink • Ethics and Public Integrity 

Steven Mahrt • Ancel Glink • Parliamentary Procedures 
Andrew Keyt • Heyl Royster • Open Meetings Act 

Brian Vayr • Heyl Royster • Access to Public Records (FOIA) 
 

Dave Ryan • Rogers HR Consulting, LLC • HR Compliance

“The seminar aimed to get county officials thinking about their 
leadership styles and possible improvements,” said IACBM 
President Michael Holliday. “It also brought together a diverse 
group of county officeholders to discuss collaboration and other 
workplace challenges,” said IACO President Melissa Hurst. 

Attendees not only listened to the speakers, 
they engaged in the presentations.

County officials from across the state gathered together in Springfield for leadership training 
on essential aspects of governing. Sessions focused on legal requirements of public office in 
addition to ethics compliance and human resource best practices. With the reestablishment 
of the Certified County Officials (CCO) program coming this spring, Illinois county officials will 
have access to ongoing comprehensive training on all aspects of governing.

Illinois Association of County Board Members • Illinois Association of County Officials

January 13, 2023 • Springfield, Illinois
Leadership Training Seminar 



In addition to hard copy publications, county officials were provided with relevant 
online resources to provide continuing education on the topics presented as well as 
applicable state and federal laws and Human Resource (HR) best practices.

Most important, the event connected county leaders at varying points of public service.

Presentations 
available at 

www.ilcounty.org

A special thank you to following corporate sponsors for supporting the 
2023 Leadership Training Seminar.

Computer 
Information 
Concepts, Inc.



Jackson County Mass Transit District 
will receive $3,205,559 in grants from 
the Rebuild Illinois program announced 
by IDOT. The funds will be used for new 
buildings – a Carbondale depot project 
and a Murphysboro depot project. In 
addition to the two state grants, Jackson 
County MTD has received a federal 
grant for a maintenance facility and a 
technology grant to upgrade radios and 
tablets on the busses.  
 
Vermilion County is preparing to 
upgrade its courtrooms at the Rita B. 
Garman Courthouse. The county is the 
recipient of more than $85,000 from a 
statewide technology program in 
addition to $300,000 received last year. 
Upgrades include electrical operations in 
the four courtrooms plus video screens 
and new computer equipment for clerks. 
A new mobile app is also being created 
for the circuit clerks to access resources 
faster. 
 
Macon County voters will be asked if 
they want to eliminate the office of 
county auditor. Macon County Board 
members approved a resolution placing 
the county auditor elimination question 
on the April 4 ballot. 
 
Illinois State Water Survey crews are 
preparing to collect data from the 
Embarras River watershed to identify 
areas at high-risk for flood mitigation 
planning. Impacted counties include 
Coles, Champaign, Douglas, Jasper, 
Cumberland, Richland, Crawford, and 
Lawrence.

     Hickory Solar Park is planned to be built on land in Greene and 
Jersey counties. The farm will be located near the village of Kane in 
Greene County. Jersey County Board Chair Gary Kruger said the farm 
will be more than 800 acres, most of which will be in Jersey County. 
     The farm is being developed by EDP Renewables North America, a 
Texas-based subsidiary of Spanish energy company EDP Renováveis. 
EDP   is also working on the Wolf Run Solar Park in Morgan County. 
Hickory Solar Park has been in the works for at least three years, 
Kruger said. 
 

Hickory Solar Park would consist of 1,000 acres of bifacial 

tracking solar photovoltaic panels. Power generated at Hickory 

Solar Park would support Illinois’ electric grid. 
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     The company said the Hickory Solar Park will generate 
110 megawatts of energy once operational, enough to power an 
average of 27,800 Illinois homes and save 139 million gallons of 
water annually. It also said it would require more than $130 million 
in capital investment, but would pay more than $37 million to 
landowners and $15 million to local governments. 
     Kruger said the solar farm would bring in additional property 
tax revenue and more jobs to support it. He noted that some 
landowners in the county are concerned about it taking up land 
that could be used for farming. The solar farm was built mostly on 

Greene County, Jersey County to get solar panel farm more 
than 800 acres large

flat ground, which they argued would be better for growing crops if the panels could be 
mounted on rolling ground. 
     “It would be a lot better use for the rolling ground to be (for) solar panels and the flat 
ground to be (for) rural crops,” Kruger said. “But I can’t fault any of the landowners for 
the financial deal that they’re making.” 
     EDP stated Hickory Solar Park is expected to begin generating electricity in 2024. 
Kruger said the project is still in the planning stages, but construction may start later in 
the year.  

Source: Ben Singson, myjournalcourier.com



     Beginning in 2019, the Illinois Supreme Court began efforts to 
identify, collect and make publicly available, comprehensive data 
regarding court system operations throughout Illinois. These efforts 
to upgrade existing technology and to streamline data collection and 
sharing efforts will bring about a sea change in the availability of 
statewide data by replacing static, manual reporting with dynamic, 
online reporting. Our enhanced understanding of the justice system 
landscape will bring tremendous benefits to the courts and court 
users and allow us to better respond to ever evolving needs in our 
rapidly changing world. 
     The Court currently collects data through a variety of reporting 
programs. For example, the Annual Report and Statistical Summary 
provides a general overview of court operations across Illinois and 
is compiled from thousands of individually submitted reports from 
circuit clerks, court administrators, probation managers, and other 
court partners. With 102 counties and at least 24 unique court and 
probation case management systems across our vast state, timely 
and accurate data collection has always presented significant and 
unique challenges for the Illinois courts. 
     Notwithstanding these challenges, and in order to bring to life the 
Court’s interest in enhanced data collection, the AOIC has studied 
the options to facilitate data collection and reporting within our 
patchwork of various case management systems. The work includes 
building a comprehensive data management platform where court 
system data from throughout Illinois will be housed. 
     In the past year, the AOIC convened focus groups and town hall 
meetings with chief judges, court administrators, circuit clerks, and 
probation managers, gathering feedback and developing sample 
reports. The AOIC provided comprehensive tables of requested 
information, comprised of hundreds of unique data elements to 

circuit courts, as well as probation and pretrial departments, to begin 
integration efforts. The tables provide standards for each case 
management system to integrate with the Court’s centralized data 
management platform. AOIC staff also communicated funding 
options to assist courts and offices with integration efforts. In the 
current fiscal year, courts and probation and pretrial departments can 
apply for reimbursement from the AOIC for making data elements 
available to the platform. Over the next several months, the AOIC will 
continue to work closely with each court and case management 
system to certify connection and perform data integrity checks to 
ensure accuracy. 
 
A change this significant will take time and some 
jurisdictions will need more time than others, depending 
on current capabilities and resources. 
 
     Following integration, every court will be given access to custom 
dashboards, allowing them to assess the current landscape, identify 
any trends, and make well-informed court management decisions. 
Eventually, the Supreme Court and the AOIC will no longer need to 
rely on manual submission from counties and will be able to provide 
judges and justice partners more detailed insight into Illinois Judicial 
Branch operations. 
     In addition to tools for local courts, the AOIC intends to develop 
statewide public dashboards, providing access to caseload statistics 
and other information in a dynamic online format. With this change, 
the Supreme Court aims to improve court transparency, aid policy-
makers in making informed decisions, and reduce the burden of local 
courts in responding to media and research requests.

New online reporting system will take statewide court data to 
the next level by Marcia M. Meis, Director, Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts

While the goal of thorough, 

complete, and accurate 

statewide court data collection 

and reporting may not be fully 

achieved for some time, the 

Supreme Court will continue to 

lead this critical effort to keep 

our courts informed and 

responsive to future justice 

system needs.
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Birth to Five Illinois has issued $575,000 in Planning Grants that will help establish nine Local 
Early Childhood Collaborations in 22 counties across the State. The grants are funded by the 
Illinois Dept. of Human Services and the Early Childhood Governance and Finance Project of the 
New Venture Fund. Grantees will leverage these funds to solidify community partnerships, hire 
dedicated staff, and develop coordinated intake processes to ensure families are connected to 
the programs and services for which they are eligible. A 
$62,000 planning grant will connect families in Fulton, Hancock, 

Schuyler and McDonough counties with needed services.

A new recreational option for outdoor enthusiasts is coming to Brown County. A segment of the Brown 
County Trailways Plan, the project includes a three-quarters mile asphalt trail that will loop around Clark 
Park. Tracy Family Foundation will fund the $250,000 portion of the plan. The long-term goal is to extend 
the trail function to neighboring counties (Adams and Schuyler) making use of existing roadways.
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